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                                          2026 NEW RTPO Membership 

 

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

Representing Name  Title 

City of Chewelah Lindsay Baxter Mayor 

City of Colville Russell Barrow Street Supervisor 

City of Kettle Falls Jesse Garrett Mayor 

City of Newport Abby Gribi City Administrator 

City of Republic Heather Brice City Deputy Clerk 

Colville Confederated Tribes Christine Whitney Program Manager 

Ferry County  Wayne Cornwall County Engineer 

Kalispel Tribe Madi Campbell Associate Planner 

Pend Oreille County  Robert Rosencrantz Commissioner 

Rural Resources  Kim Gibson Transportation Director 

Spokane Tribe  Robin Kieffer Transit Manager 

Stevens County  Nicole Norvell County Engineer 

Town of Ione Kenny Weiss Council Member 

Town of Metaline Falls Sherice McAnerin  

WSDOT  Shauna Harshman 
Region Planning & Strategic Community Partnerships 

Director 
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Policy Board 

Representing Name  Title 

City of Chewelah Lindsay Baxter Mayor 

City of Colville Jack Smith Mayor 

City of Kettle Falls Jesse Garrett Mayor 

City of Newport Abby Gribi City Administrator 

City of Republic Loni Simone City Council 

Colville Confederated Tribes Christine Whitney Program Manager 

Ferry County PUD Dan Fagerlie Commissioner 

Ferry County  Robert Dean Commissioner 

Kalispel Tribe Madi Campbell Associate Planner 

Pend Oreille County  Robert Rosencrantz Commissioner 

Pend Oreille County PUD Dave Rick Commissioner 

Port of Pend Oreille Jessica Garza Economic Development Director 

Avista Jan Hoogstad Operations Manager 

Colville Chamber of Commerce Scott Aslakson President 

Colville Together Rosemary Shaw Executive Director 

Rural Resources  Brian Raines CEO 

Spokane Community College Brian Moyer Center Manager 

Spokane Tribe  Nathan Ayala Senior Planner 

Stevens County  Greg Young Commissioner 

Stevens County PUD Mick Yarroll Commissioner 

Stevens County Treasurer Leslie Valz Treasurer 

Town of Cusick Robert Reinhardt Mayor 

Town of Ione Sharon Shipley Council Member 

Town of Marcus Shari DePaulo Council Member 

Town of Metaline Peter Daggett Mayor 

Town of Metaline Falls Sherice McAnerin Mayor 

Town of Northport Karene Balcom Mayor 

Town of Springdale Stefany Smith Mayor 

US Forest Service Josh White Forest Supervisor 

Workforce Development Council Barney Brockwell Director of Operations 

WorkSource Colville Angela Johnson Administrator 

WSDOT  Charlene Kay Regional Administrator 

WSU Stevens County Extensions Kathryn Hoogheem Agriculture Extension Coordinator 
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Introduction 

 

Background 

The Northeast Washington Regional Transportation Planning Organization (NEW RTPO) was 

established in 1990 to serve Ferry, Pend Oreille, and Stevens counties. Members of the 

NEW RTPO represent the general purpose local and special district governments in the tri-

county region. Tri County Economic Development District (TEDD) serves as the lead agency 

for the NEW RTPO. 

 

The principal mission of the NEW RTPO is to provide northeast Washington with a Regional 

Transportation Plan (RTP) that fosters a positive quality of life, encourages economic 

development, and provides a safe, reliable, efficient system to transport people, goods, 

and services. 

 

Purpose of the Regional TIP 

As the NEW RTPO, state regulations require the development of a six-year Regional 

Transportation Improvement Program (Regional TIP) that must be updated , at least, every 

two years. The purpose of the Regional TIP is to outline the region 's transportation projects 

and associated financing plans based on demonstrated consistency between project 

implementation and regional planning goals. 

 

The TIP includes projects such as pavement overlays, chip seal, roadway reconstruction or new 

construction, bridge replacement or repair, signal systems, safety enhancements, bicycle and 

pedestrian facilities, and transit improvements.  

 

The Regional TIP is compiled from the 2027-2032 Six-Year Transportation Improvement 

Programs (Local TIPs) that are developed by NEW RTPO member jurisdictions. The State 

of Washington requires cities, towns, counties, and tribes to submit a list of projects 

annually; the list constitutes a six-year financial plan for transportation project 

implementation. When entered into the state system, these projects are identified as either 

(P) planned or (S) secured. Projects listed as (P), are planned projects listed in the Local TIPs 

but do not have secured funding. This list identifies needed improvements in the region that 

will receive priority consideration when funding is sought or is already secured. Appendix A 

lists projects that have secured funding, while Appendix B lists planned projects that have yet 

to secure funding. 

  

Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 

Consistent with State and Federal mandates, the Regional STIP the financially constrained 

portion of the plan. All projects listed as (S), have secured funding and are ready for 

implementation in 2027-2032. The projects that have secured federal or state funding, or 

have secured local funding and are considered regionally significant, are the projects that 

have been forwarded to WSDOT for processing in their four-year STIP.  
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Regional TIP Development Process 

 

 

 Washington State TIP/STIP Process 

Regional TIPs for RTPOs are governed by WAC 468-86-160, for six-year program (calendar 

years) periods, to be developed cooperatively with local governments, WSDOT and transit 

operators . The TIPs must be updated at least every two years. 

 

The member jurisdictions submit their proposals for the upcoming six-year planning period 

for review by the NEW RTPO. These proposals are required to be consistent with the current 

Regional Transportation Plan and approved by the RTPO. These projects are screened through 

the state’s online program for any that have funding secured through local, state, and/or 
federal funding and are forwarded to the state as appropriate for inclusion in their four-year 

Statewide TIP (STIP) report. The NEW RTPO is responsible for checking consistency of TIP/STIP 

projects with current RTP goals. 

 

Local Process 

The NEW RTPO begins the development of the Regional TIP in June of each year when local 

jurisdictions and agencies input their projects into the state’s management system. After 

confirming the submission of the projects into the state’s online system, the Local TIPs are 

then compiled into a comprehensive document. The draft document is taken before the NEW 

RTPO Technical Advisory Committee for evaluation and modification, as appropriate. TAC will 

review any modifications and give the document their recommendation. It is then taken before 

the NEW RTPO Policy Board for review and possible adoption at the October meeting. 

  

 Regional TIP Amendment Process 

If a jurisdiction needs to make an amendment to the RTPO TIP/STIP, the amendment must 

be communicated with NEW RTPO. If needed, NEW RTPO can assist the jurisdiction with 

amending the project. Amendments should be submitted to the RTPO at least one week prior 

to the monthly TEDD/NEW RTPO Board Meeting. Amendments will be presented at the open 

June 30th- All cities and towns six-year programs adopted 

August 31st- Agencies & WSDOT submit projects for inclusion in the STIP & RTPO assembles regional TIP 

September 1st- Transit Agencies six-year plans due 

10th- RTPO requests WSDOT review of draft TIP 

10th- RTPO opens TIP for 30-day public comment period 

24th- RTPO presents draft TIP to TAC and TEDD/NEW RTPO Board  
October 8th- Draft TIP sent to RTPO Board for review 

16th- All Projects Due to WSDOT for inclusion in the STIP 

22nd- RTPO TIP adopted at monthly TEDD/NEW RTPO Board Meeting 

November 1st- RTPO’s TIP sent to WSDOT  

December WSDOT submits STIP to FHWA and FTA. Counties adopt annual budgets and six-year programs 

January FHWA and FTA approves the STIP 

January -  

October 
STIP amendments are processed monthly per established schedule. 

RTPO TIP amendments are processed as needed.  
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meetings, and public is welcome and encouraged to attend. NEW RTPO, or the local 

jurisdiction, can forward the project to the Washington State Department of Transportation 

(WSDOT) per the monthly schedule they provide.  

 

Public Involvement 

The members of the NEW RTPO, through TEDD, follow the guidelines for public participation 

that have been outlined in the Washington State Open Public Meeting Act (OPMA). Each 

jurisdiction includes public involvement when developing their Local TIPs, prior to submittal 

for the annual report. The project list is presented at an open meeting and the public is 

welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 

Regionally Significant Projects 

According to Federal Highway Guidelines, regionally significant projects mean a 

transportation project that are on a facility which serves a regional transportation need (such 

as access to and from the area outside the region; major activity centers in the region; major 

planned developments such as new retail malls, sports complexes, employment centers, or 

transportation terminals), and would normally be included in the modeling of a Metropolitan 

Planning Area's (MPO) transportation network. 

 

NEW RTPO considers projects regionally significant that demonstrate freight significance, 

which connects communities, counties, or states and any alteration and addition that 

increases the capacity of our roads and infrastructure that fosters economic development 

and provides valuable services to people and goods. At a minimum, this includes all U.S. and 

State Routes, principal arterial highways that offer a significant alternative to regional 

highway travel, and major air or rail developments. 
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Summary of Agency Submittals 

 

Northeast Washington Regional Transportation Planning Organization 

Six-Year Planning Period 2027-2032 TIP Planned & Secured Submittals 

 

 

Jurisdiction 
Adoption 

Date 

Resolution 

Number 
Report Date 

 Projects 

(S)Secured (P)Planned 

Counties 

Ferry -- -- -- -- -- 

Pend Oreille -- -- -- -- -- 

Stevens 11/23/221 R 131-2021 9/10/26 0 6 

  Total    0 6 

Cities 

Chewelah 8/5/26 2026-18 9/10/26 0 15 

Colville -- -- 9/10/26 0 6 

Cusick -- -- -- -- -- 

Ione -- -- -- -- -- 

Kettle Falls -- -- -- -- -- 

Marcus 7/21/26 2026-02 9/10/26 0 5 

Metaline -- -- -- -- -- 

Metaline Falls -- -- -- -- -- 

Newport -- -- -- -- -- 

Northport -- -- -- -- -- 

Republic -- -- -- -- -- 

Springdale -- -- -- -- -- 

  Total    0 26 

Tribes 

Colville Tribe -- -- -- -- -- 

Kalispel Tribe -- -- -- -- -- 

Spokane Tribe -- -- -- -- -- 

  Total    0 0 

WSDOT 

East District 6 -- -- 9/10/26 11 0 

   Totals: 11 32 

 

 



  

 Appendix A 
Local Projects that have secured funding 

For 2025 to 2030 for NE Washington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Appendix B 

Local Projects that are planned but have yet to 

secure funding 

 

 
*Projects not listed were submitted directly to WSDOT and could not be added to the 6-Year 

Report in SAW. 


